CONNECTING THE DOTS FOR
QUEENSLAND’S BEEF INDUSTRY

About the Campaign
Queensland Beef Corridors (QBC) is an unprecedented, collaborative
advocacy campaign between seven Central and Western Queensland
councils, industry stakeholders and primary producers.
Stretching across an area of nearly 218,000 square kilometres, the road
corridors form a strategic web of agricultural supply chains from east
to west.
Home to a quarter of Australia’s beef herd, this is one of the only places in the
country where all aspects of the beef production system occur – the breeding;
the backgrounding; the fattening; the feedlotting; the finishing; the processing;
and the export.
The QBC are more than just pieces of infrastructure, they are the foundation of
an innovative economy, and they are the lifeblood of the people that use them.
But ironically, the word-class product created here is being transported on
substandard roads that have changed very little and are still disrupted by
factors that have been the same for 150 years.
Despite the scale and quality of this key consumer commodity and its value
to our economy and culture, it is not sufficiently recognised in government
strategic planning and investment.
To enhance the economic potential of this growing industry, investment in
understanding and improving the QBC network is paramount.
As a collective, seven councils and their mayors are seeking an efficient,
strategic, and structural funding solution to futureproof this high-value
commodity.
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• Population: 213,019
• Area: 218,000 km2
• Beef businesses: 2,370

Herd size

4.4 million
Almost a quarter of
the nation’s herd.

Beef

economic output:

1.7

$

billion

26%

of Queensland’s
saleyards
transactions
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Barcaldine Regional Council
This project, when funded and delivered, will see the
key capacity constraints on Central Queensland’s
biggest agricultural commodity eliminated and begin
to deliver certainty that producers need to commence
upscaling their operations.
- Mayor Sean Dillon
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Population: 2,849
Area: 53,400 km2
Ag industry employment rank: 1
Beef businesses: 207
Herd size: 385,000
Production focus:
Backgrounding, breeding,
live export, finishing.

Beef

economic output:

137

$

million

Banana Shire Council
There are three meat processing plants in Central
Queensland, two in Rockhampton and one in Biloela.
Between them they employ about 2,000 people and
rely on delivery of up to 3,000 head per day. We need
to be able to get road trains from western Central Queensland
to the Gladstone Port via the Capricorn, Burnett and Dawson
Highways via Dululu, Biloela and Gladstone.
- Mayor Nev Ferrier
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•
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Population: 14,156
Area: 28,500 km2
Ag industry employment rank: 1
Beef businesses: 687
Herd size: 541,000
Production focus:
Feedlotting, backgrounding,
breeding, processing, finishing,
live export.

Beef

economic output:

534

$

million

‘The beef industry of today, and the one that

our children will inherit
is no longer about producing a low value
commodity. It’s time that the Dawson
Development Road is upgraded to a standard
that the growing, flourishing industry requires.’
- Bernadette Paine, Myola, Springsure
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Rockhampton Regional Council
As the Beef Capital of Australia, Rockhampton depends
on the transport of cattle for breeding, backgrounding,
sales and meat processing. Ensuring reliable
transportation is vital to the beef supply chain and the
growth of local jobs.
- Mayor Tony Williams

• Population: 81,999
• Area: 6,575 km2
• Ag industry employment rank: 9
• Beef businesses: 281
• Herd size: 958,300 (incl. 840,000
processing capacity)
• Production focus:
Backgrounding, breeding, 		
finishing, live export, processing.

Beef

economic output:

63 million

$

Central Highlands Regional Council
Reliability creates confidence. Confidence drives
opportunity. Opportunity creates investment and
employment. Despite our resilience, innovation
and early adoption of 21st century technology and
our incredible superiority in genetics, we are burdened
with uncertainty and unnecessary cost that comes from an
inexplicable lack of investment in road infrastructure.
- Mayor Kerry Hayes
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•
•
•
•
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Population: 28,701
Area: 59,800 km2
Ag industry employment rank: 2
Beef businesses: 624
Herd size: 1.37 million
Production focus:
Feedlotting, breeding,
backgrounding, finishing,
live export.

Beef

economic output:

576

$

million

‘To me this is about opening up the west. If we
can get better roads, we can put more families in
these remote towns and regions that are dying.
It’s a beautiful place, that produces
so much of Australia’s beef.

How can we help it thrive?’
- Fred Appleton, Appleton Cattle Company,
Islay Plains Station, Alpha

Isaac Regional Council
We are calling on the government to establish a robust
direct focus on cross regional council advocacy to direct
taxpayer dollars north to upgrade our beef corridor road
network. The agricultural industry continues to keep
Queensland moving during the COVID-19 pandemic. However,
this cannot be maintained without critical road infrastructure
such as our beef roads.
- Mayor Anne Baker
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•
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Population: 20,886
Area: 58,700 km2
Ag industry employment rank: 2
Beef businesses: 363
Herd size: 866,000
Production focus:
Feedlotting, backgrounding,
breeding, processing,
live export.

Beef

economic output:

283

$

million

Gladstone Regional Council
The current method of decoupling road trains on the
Dawson and Capricorn Highway network hampers the
productivity and efficiency of transport supply chains.
Accessing the Port of Gladstone can open the door for
beef export, as well as agricultural exports, straight to
Asian markets and improved supply chains for agricultural
imports and consumables.
- Mayor Matt Burnett
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•
•
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Population: 63,412
Area: 10,500 km2
Ag industry employment rank: 16
Beef businesses: 204
Herd size: 125,000
Production focus:
Backgrounding, breeding,
live export, finishing.

Beef

economic output:

96

$

million

Woorabinda Aboriginal Shire Council
Ideally, we will generate an invested interest from both
state and federal governments on improving beef
corridors and limit problems encountered in getting
stock and products for sale. For Woorabinda Shire this
would mean flexibility to haul cattle and produce to
relevant sales and increased numbers of cattle hitting
the market from the region overall. .
- Mayor Josh Weazel
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•
•
•
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•

Population: 1,016
Area: 390 km2
Ag industry employment rank: 5
Beef businesses: 4
Herd size: 5,700
Production focus:
Backgrounding, breeding,
feedlotting.

Beef

economic output:

1.9

$

million

‘Proper road infrastructure
would expand our markets, increase accessibility
to important infrastructure for both our families
and business and reduce the disruptive impacts
caused by standard weather events.’
- David Kemp, Lotus Park Grazing Company, Lotus Creek
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