
Enhancing one of our biggest 
strengths. 

Rockhampton Airport is the hub of Central 
Queensland’s future and each spoke is another area for 
us to grow. 

It is where soldiers from around the world put boots to 
tarmac and where opportunity awaits for world-class 
produce to fly from paddock to plate. 

It’s a lifeline for rural communities in the heart of 
Queensland which brings them into reach of better 
healthcare and better jobs. It bridges the outback 
to the ocean and stands as the gateway to both the 
Galilee Basin and the Southern Great Barrier Reef. And, 
perhaps most importantly, it is where our emergency 
services will gather themselves and ready their aircraft 
the next time our region stares down a bushfire season.

A new apron (Bay 7) and integrated freight hub will 
unlock growth for all of Central Queensland. It will 
mean more passenger services, increased capacity 
for military exercises and reduced impact on regular 
passenger travel as well as enabling efficient responses 
during a disaster. 

Bay 7 will also help pave the way for the development 
of an integrated freight hub precinct to serve the 
growing agricultural sector. Together, these projects 
mean more access, more capacity, and more 
opportunities for all of Central Queensland. 

 

A I R P O R T 
BAY 7 & FREIGHT HUB

Defence benefits
Bay 7 will allow for more large 
defence aircraft to land and park 
during military exercises. 

$10 million
To construct Bay 7, as well as a 
commitment to partner with 
Council to advance plans for a 
future freight hub.

CAPRICORNIA

More passengers
Another apron could increase 
passenger capacity from 600,000 
per annum to 1.6 million per 
annum. 

ELECTION COMMITMENT

Fewer disruptions
Another apron will mean fewer 
disruptions to regular passenger 
travel, including during military 
exercises. 



VISION

A I R P O R T  B AY  7  &  F R E I G H T  H U B

SHOVEL-READY

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

The benefits the Bay 7 will deliver include:

$15.91 million 
annual local
economic impact

Support 48 
local jobs and 
90 nationally

Support 39 
local jobs and 
81 nationally 

$3.88 million 
direct value added 
locally and $9.25 
million 

Add $5.04  million 
direct value locally 
and $10.31 million 
nationally

$13.95 million 
annual local 
economic impact

The benefits the integrated freight hub will deliver include:

Bay 7 cements Rockhampton as a key 
aviation hub in Queensland. The new apron 
will grow our SAF, US and ADF capacity, 
support increased FIFO movements, pave the 
way for an integrated freight hub and gives 
airlines more stand demand to park more 
aircraft and increase passenger services.

Detailed design and tender documentation have been 
completed for Bay 7, and the project is ready to start now. 



Enhancing a beloved tourism 
attraction.

The redevelopment of the Rockhampton Botanic 
Gardens & Zoo will culminate in a memorable 
destination of regional prominence by providing new, 
exciting and unique experiences in the heart of Central 
Queensland.

Rockhampton Regional Council is seeking funding for 
the Rockhampton Botanic Gardens & Zoo to support 
a multi-million dollar program of redevelopments 
throughout the next 10 years.

This project will transform the Botanic Gardens 
into a botanical collection of regional and national 
significance, with playground areas, new pavilion 
structures, a new fernery, reinvigorated food and 
retail offering, and will unlock unexplored areas of the 
Gardens through strategic botanic curation.

The Zoo will shine as a leader in animal exhibitions, 
conservation and welfare, and provide exceptional 
visitor experiences and new animal attractions for the 
community and non-local visitors to enjoy.

This redevelopment will support long-term operations, 
refurbish key assets as well as increase tourism and 
respect the heritage of the Gardens. 

 

B OTA N I C 
G A R D E N S  &  ZO O

$10.4 million
Across the four ‘Priority A’ 
projects to be delivered over the 
next few years. 

CAPRICORNIA

Staged project
The first stage of the 
redevelopment includes four 
‘Priority A’ projects to be delivered 
over the next 1-3 years. 

ELECTION COMMITMENT

Better 
accessibility
The redevelopment will improve 
accessibility and connections 
throughout the site and provide 
more amenities

Better 
experience
These projects will enable the 
Botanic Gardens and Zoo to grow 
their collection and improve 
provide more opportunities for 
education. 



B OTA N I C  G A R D E N S  &  ZO O

‘PRIORITY A’ PROJECTS

‘Priority A’ stages of redevelopment Funding required
Visitor Hub (Stage 1)
Partly funded through BBRF ($1.5M) and Council ($1.5M) $1.9 million remaining

Zoo Operations and Administration Upgrade $4.0 million
Zoo Enclosure Program $2.9 million
Botanic Gardens Playground Refurbishment 
Partly funded through Works for Queensland ($1.4M) $1.6 million remaining

The new entrance and visitor hub will have 
accessible amenities as well as a gathering 
space, additional car-parking and a multi-
purpose space.

The current operations and administration 
building is approaching end-of-life. A new 
facility will allow for better operations and 
future growth. 

V I S I TO R  H U B ZO O  A D M I N  B U I L D I N G

The refurbishment program will provide 
significant upgrades to existing enclosures, 
supporting animal welfare and ensuring 
staff safety. 

The existing Botanic Gardens playground 
is beyond its serviceable life. The 
new playground will be inclusive and 
incorporate botanical and animal themes. 

E N C LO S U R E  P R O G R A M  P L AYG R O U N D



The next chapter in our story.

For more than 40 years, audiences have sat in the red 
rows of the Pilbeam Theatre and held their breath as the 
curtains opened. They have watched Peter Allen dance on 
the theatre’s Steinway Grand Piano, attended the Rocky 
Horror Picture Show in record breaking numbers, and 
been witness to history when Baz Luhrmann directed a 
community musical at the age of 23. It’s where kids find 
their voice for school eisteddfod and where residents 
rediscover old passions. 

The Pilbeam Theatre is important to our community. It’s 
the place we go to hear music and tell stories - stories 
about the world and stories about ourselves. But, it’s 
beginning to show its age.

Our vision for the Pilbeam Theatre redevelopment is to 
provide a modern, accessible performing arts centre 
for Central Queensland. It will offer exposure to new, 
challenging and thought provoking experiences as well as 
celebrate and acknowledge the enduring cultural history 
of performing arts in Central Queensland.

The redeveloped Performing Arts and Convention Centre 
will provide a state of the art facility with a series of 
indoor and outdoor spaces that will accommodate 
everything from touring shows and conventions to 
informal meetings, as well as a rehearsal space and a 
1050 seat theatre. 

 

PERFORMING ARTS & 
CONVENTION CENTRE

ELECTION COMMITMENT

Access to the arts
The redeveloped theatre would 
be able to host 50% more events 
each year, with a 200% increase 
in annual attendance. It would 
provide an accessible space for all 
of Central Queensland. 

Arts legacy
More than 2 million people have 
seen a show at the Pilbeam 
Theatre since it opened in 1979.

Improved facilities
Many components of the current 
theatre are nearing end of life. 
This redevelopment will provide 
an accessible facility that will 
keep pace with growth across the 
region. 

$3.5 million
To develop a detailed design 
and business case.

CAPRICORNIA



STAGE 1

BENEFITS

PERFORMING ARTS & CONVENTION CENTRE

REHEARSAL SPACE
8m clear height
188m2 area
Private ground entry

THEATRE
1050 seats/ 3 tiers
440m2 stage area
8m proscenium  
Retractable orchestra pit

BARS
Public bar ground foyer
Patron bar level one

$24.2 million economic 
contribution annually

120 direct construction 
jobs and 250 indirect

Greater regional access 
to the arts

E CO N O M I C J O B S CO M M U N I T Y



Essential for growth.

The North Rockhampton Sewage Treatment Plant 
(NRSTP) provides an essential service to some 45,000 
people - more than half of our community. However, the 
plant is nearly at capacity, which means our potential for 
growth residential, commercial and industrial is nearly at 
capacity.

Over the next 20 years, the population of the NRSTP 
catchment is expected to grow by around 9,400 people, 
some 3,760 dwellings and will accommodate around half 
of our total growth. Without augmenting the NRSTP, we 
won’t have the essential services to cater for this. Without 
undertaking the renewal work that needs to occur, we 
won’t be able to continue servicing the population we 
have.

This project will increase the plant’s capacity by 50%, 
allowing it to service roughly 9,000 new households and 
meet anticipated growth over the next 40 to 50 years. 
It will also allow Council to undertake essential renewal 
work on the existing plant, enabling treatment of 
wastewater more efficiently and to a higher standard. 

The construction alone will create 83 local full time jobs 
and contribute $118.55 million to the local economy 
and $150.86 million to the Queensland economy. But, 
the impact is far greater than that. More capacity means 
more investment, development and employment. It’s 
good for the region, good for the environment, and 
good for jobs.

 

NORTH ROCKHAMPTON
SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT

COMMITMENT

$25 million
Co-funding commitment 
to the $75 million project 
(Part A and B).

CAPRICORNIA

Unlock jobs and 
growth 

Augmenting the North 
Rockhampton Sewerage 
Treatment Plant will mean we can 
service 9,000 new households 
– unlocking growth and 
investment in the region.

Essential service

More than 50% of our region’s 
connected population is serviced 
by the NRSTP which is is in need of 
extensive renewal works to ensure 
its ongoing operation, improved 
efficiency and improved effluent 
quality. 



NORTH ROCKHAMPTON SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT

BENEFITS

STAGES WITHIN SCOPE

E CO N O M I C E M P LOYM E N T E N V I R O N M E N T

Construction is expected 
to contribute $150.86M to 
the Queensland economy. 
Once in operation the NRSTP 
will support conservatively 
additional local investment 
of $8 million and contribute 
$16.13M to the Queensland 
economy annually.

The NRSTP Upgrade project 
is expected to create 83 jobs 
per year over the 4 to 5 year 
construction period. The 
total employment impact in 
Queensland is estimated to be 
113 jobs each year. Once 
complete this project will 
support 38 ongoing local jobs 
each year and 50 jobs 
statewide.

These works will improve 
nutrient removal, reduce 
odour and improve energy 
efficiency while reducing 
the risk of untreated 
wastewater ending up in 
the Fitzroy River. 

PA R T  A PA R T  B

The initial phase of the project will involve adding 
a new process train to increase capacity from 
50,000 equivalent persons (EP) to 75,000 EP to 
meet estimated population growth for the next 40 
to 50 years and will ultimately service an additional 
9,000 households. 

Cost: $50 million. 

The existing plant is more than 35 years old and 
requires critical renewal and upgrade works. Once 
the new process train is built, the existing process 
trains will be isolated, one at a time, to enable a full 
condition assessment and completion of renewal 
and upgrade work. This work will improve the 
operational efficiency and performance. 

Cost: $25 million. 

The final stage of the project will involve upgrading of the effluent final treatment via filtration, disinfection 
and effluent reuse system to improve environmental outcomes and meet stringent new licence conditions. 

The estimated cost of Stage 3 is $10 million but this will be subject to completion of design and definition of 
the extent of land disposal of effluent.

STAGES OUT OF SCOPE (FUTURE WORKS)

PA R T  C



Water security for a community in 
drought. 

In April 2021 Mount Morgan’s town water supply ran dry. 

Since then Council has been sending truckloads of water 
to the town every day. This comes at a cost of up to 
$13,000 a day, which added up to $3.9 million by the end 
of January 2022. At the moment Council is shouldering 
the entire cost. 

The already waterwise community has been living on 
Level 6 restrictions - the highest level - since March. 
While residents are doing their part to make water last, 
trucking it in and hoping for rain just isn’t a sustainable 
solution. 

Mount Morgan has been drought declared for years. This 
is not the first time we have faced major water security 
concerns for the town, and without a solution it won’t 
be the last. Council first committed to delivering water 
security nearly 7 years ago, but we can’t do it alone.  

Council has engaged global infrastructure firm AECOM 
to deliver the Business Case for a long term solution, and 
we are seeking government support in order to take the 
best option through to Detailed Design. 

Mount Morgan needs a permanent, safe, and secure 
water supply. We need help from other levels of 
government to deliver this. 

 
Aerial photo from No 7 Dam Mount Morgan

M O U N T  M O R G A N  
WAT E R  S E C U R I T Y

ELECTION COMMITMENT

Highest level of 
water restrictions
Mount Morgan’s No. 7 Dam hasn’t 
been able to be used as a source 
of drinking water since April last 
year, and residents have been 
living on the highest level of 
water restrictions. 

$13,000 a day
The daily cost of trucking water 
into Mount Morgan can be up  
to $13,000. 

Millions spent
$3.9 million has been spent by 
Council as of the end of January 
2022 just so Mount Morgan 
residents can turn on their taps. 

$3.5 million
To help fund a Preliminary 
Evaluation, Business Case and 
Detailed Design for a long term 
solution.

FLYNN



BENEFITS

OPTIONS

M O U N T  M O R G A N  WAT E R  S E C U R I T Y

The options currently being explored through the Preliminary Evaluation stage.

E CO N O M I C

Stanwell 
Renewable EOI

New Dam on 
Nine Mile Creek

Gracemere 
Pipeline

Excavate 
Fletcher Creek

Increase No. 7 
Dam capacity

CO M M U N I T Y S O C I A L
Since April 2021, it has 
cost $3.9 million to 
truck water into Mount 
Morgan, and these 
costs are going to keep 
adding up. 

Water security is 
paramount to all aspects 
of life for the community 
and, without secure 
water, the community 
cannot grow and 
develop.

Access to the same 
consistent and reliable 
water supply that 
others across the region 
enjoy is crucial to the 
development of this 
community.

Support is needed to take the best option through to Business Case and Detailed Design. 



A new aquatic centre and recreation 
facility for a community in need.

The Mount Morgan Pool serves a critical role, providing 
a range of health, social and community benefits. It’s the 
only community pool within a 25km radius, serving not 
just Mount Morgan but also surrounding communities. 
It’s where four schools hold their carnivals, where 
residents attend water aerobics, and where kids learn to 
swim. 

However, the pool is more than 100 years old and it is 
considered beyond end of life.  

Council’s vision is to provide the Mount Morgan 
community and the wider region with a contemporary 
aquatic centre that meets the needs of the community 
now and in the years to come.

A redeveloped Aquatic Centre will:

• Be a suitable facility for leisure and fitness,
• Provide the facilities for competitive opportunities,
• Create a modern and energy efficient swimming 

pool complex,
• Provide a high level of safety, comfort and ease of 

use for all people, 
• Be energy efficient in both use of materials and 

environmental performance, and
• Make swimming an attractive and accessible sport 

in the community.

M O U N T  M O R G A N  
A Q U AT I C  C E N T R E

ELECTION COMMITMENT

Current pool 
at end of life
The current pool is considered 
beyond end of life (average 
commercial pool life is 50 years).

The pool has cracking tiles, non-
compliant disabled access, non-
compliant steps, failing pump 
and plant room and joint failures. 

Shovel-ready
project
The project is shovel ready and 
tender documents have been 
completed. 

$5.5 million
To complete Stage 1 of the 
project.

FLYNN



BENEFITS

STAGE 1

M O U N T  M O R G A N  AQ UAT I C  C E N T R E

H E A LT H 
A N D  S A F E T Y
The current pool has 
cracking tiles and non-
compliant disabled 
access. It isn’t suitable 
for many elderly 
users however these 
community members 
have no other nearby 
alternative. 

A new Aquatic Centre 
for Mount Morgan will 
provide the community 
and local schools with 
a facility that they have 
shown they will utilise 
and support. This is the 
only public pool within a 
25km radius. 

The community is 
aware of its high levels 
of disadvantage and 
the lack of community 
infrastructure and 
support programs. This is 
one step toward closing 
the gap with the wider 
region.

Stage 1 of the Mount Morgan Aquatic Centre development with include the demolition of the 
current pool and plant shed and the construction of:

• A new 25-metre eight lane pool with wet deck and disabled access,
• Entry ladders and starting blocks,
• New plant shed and installation of plant equipment, including filtration and sanitation 

systems,
• Shade structures,
• Splash pad and shade structures,
• Change rooms, amenities and entry kiosk,
• Purchase and installation of portable grandstands, 
• Landscaping, lighting and fencing, and
• Car park resurfacing.

CO M M U N I T Y S O C I A L



Meeting proven agricultural demand 
for water.

Raising Eden Bann Weir will help unlock the full 
potential of Central Queensland’s agricultural sector 
and support long-term water supply for the  industrial 
and urban water needs of the region, and there are 
already approvals in place for the project. 

The market demand for bulk agricultural water supply 
was shown when demand outstripped supply for the 
first stage of water sales from Rookwood Weir. 

Raising the Eden Bann Weir would provide an 
additional yield of around 35,000 megaliters per 
annum. 

This would:

• Supplement the urban water security,
• Increase agricultural water supply,
• Assist meeting industrial needs of the region,
• Support population growth,
• Meet the immediate and future demands for water,
• Underpin future development of the wider region 

and Northern Australia,
• Provide further jobs on farm and downstream in 

food manufacturing, and
• Enable agricultural production for export.

E D E N  B A N N   
W E I R  R A I S I N G

ELECTION COMMITMENT

35,000 megalitres 
Additional water supply per 
annum. This would supplement 
the urban, agricultural and 
industrial needs of the region. 

$266 million
Estimated benefit to the local 
economy.

Support Growth
The project will meet immediate 
demands for water and support 
future population growth.

$5 million
To undertake a Feasibility Study 
and develop a Business Case.

FLYNN

Approvals in place
This project has an existing 
Environmental Approval in place, 
however this will lapse this year. 



Total impact on local econ-
omy up to $266 million

Up to 400 local jobs during
construction

Increase in national 
employment by up to 1514 
jobs

BENEFITS

ONGOING IMPACT

E D E N  B A N N   W E I R  R A I S I N G 

The ongoing economic benefits of raising Eden Bann weir could include:

• Increase in local direct agricultural impact by up to $105M pa;
• Increase in local indirect industrial output economic output by up to $25M pa;
• Increase in local indirect consumption impact by up to $16M pa;
• Increase in local direct employment by up to 1,120 jobs pa; 
• Increase in local indirect industrial employment by up to 172 jobs pa;
• Increase in national value-add of between by up to $125M pa; and
• Increase in national employment (direct & indirect) of between by up to 1,970 jobs pa. 

E CO N O M I C J O B S N AT I O N A L

AGRICULTURE

This project would help unlock unmet export and local demand, help the region to diversify 
and provide long term agricultural and food manufacturing jobs. 

The CRCNA has identified nearly $3B of priority agricultural commodities which bulk water from 
Eden Bann Weir could assist in delivering.



Unlocking more opportunities for 
agriculture.
A new bridge at Glenroy Crossing and the upgrading of 
Glenroy Road will improve safety and resilience, boost 
productivity, enhance accessibility and promote investment 
in agricultural development. 

Land on the western side of the Fitzroy River is ideally suited 
to access irrigation allocations made possible through the 
construction of Rookwood Weir, a project which attracted 
$183.6 million in federal funding. This land is currently 
accessed through a low-level crossing of the Fitzroy River, 
which is closed for an average of 12 days per annum due to 
flooding, and can be closed for prolonged periods of up to 
six weeks. 

The proposed project will construct a new bridge with flood 
immunity of two years Average Recurrence Interval, and 
make improvements to Glenroy Road.  

The upgrades will improve flood immunity, increase 
road safety and reduce travel time for existing and future 
heavy vehicle movements, as well as support agricultural 
development within the Rockhampton Region and deliver 
economic benefits and jobs at a Local, State and Federal 
level.

The Glenroy Road Corridor Upgrades will build upon the 
prior investments by the Federal Government and Council in 
this corridor and support the significant Federal Government 
investments in Rookwood Weir and the Rockhampton Ring 
Road.

 

G L E N R OY  R O A D 
C R O S S I N G

ELECTION COMMITMENT

FLYNN

Safety
Increase road safety and reduce 
travel time for existing and future 
heavy vehicle movements.

Agriculture 
The project will support agricultural 
development within the 
Rockhampton Region and deliver 
economic benefits and jobs at a 
Local, State and Federal level.

$24 million
To deliver a new bridge and 
targeted road improvements. 

Flood Immunity
Bridge is closed for an average of 
12 days per annum due to flooding, 
and can be closed for prolonged 
periods of up to six weeks. 



BENEFITS

G L E N R OY  R O A D  C R O S S I N G

$25 million 
annual local
economic impact

Support 50 
local jobs and 
202 nationally

$12.6 million 
annual local 
economic impact

ONGOING BENEFITS 

• Facilitate intensive agricultural development and economic growth associated with 
Rookwood Weir;

• Connect an existing and developing agricultural area to the State Highways, the 
Rockhampton Airport, Gladstone Ports and transport hubs within the Gracemere and 
Parkhurst Industrial Areas;

• Accommodate future raising of Eden Bann Weir if and when that were to occur;
• Improve access during natural disasters and emergencies;
• Reduce maintenance and repair costs following regular and extended flooding of the 

existing low level crossing;
• Deliver substantial social and economic benefits including opportunities for greater 

regional employment and business growth; and
• Improve the standard and safety of access to rural properties north and west of the river.

Sealed section of 
road increasing from 
12km to 21km

Upgrading of 
crossing will provide 
1 in 2 year AEP flood 
immunity

AATOC is 11.8 days. 
New crossing will 
reduce to 5.3 days 
AATOC

A new bridge and targeted road improvements will:



Supporting cattle farmers in the beef 
capital.

The Gracemere Saleyards is one of the largest livestock 
exchange facilities in Queensland. It supports hundreds 
of cattle farmers, with 120,000 cattle sold here annually. 
It’s regarded as one of the best centres for stud cattle 
sales in Australia. 

There have been significant upgrades recently, with $12 
million in upgrades already taking place to enhance the 
reputation of this facility. 

The next phase in the Gracemere Saleyards upgrade will 
cost approximately $5 million, and will provide: 

• A new selling area roof; 
• Safety improvements; 
• Animal welfare improvements; and
• An improved user experience. 

Roofing the Saleyards is expected to improve efficiency 
and increase sales capacity to 130,000 cattle per year. 
Improvements will also mean better animal welfare, and 
may mean a higher price for sellers.  

The Gracemere Saleyards is owned by Rockhampton 
Regional Council and operated by Rural Livestock 
Exchanges through its CQLX subsidiary. 

G R AC E M E R E   
S A L E YA R D S

ELECTION COMMITMENT

Support farmers, 
improve animal 
welfare
Roofing and other improvements 
to the current saleyards will not 
only enhance animal welfare, 
but also mean a higher price per 
head and more sales overall. 

120,000 cattle 
sold annually

$5 million
To undertake roofing and 
animal welfare upgrades to the 
Gracemere Saleyards.

FLYNN

The Gracemere Saleyards are 
regarded as one of the best 
centres for stud cattle sales in 
Australia.



BENEFITSSUPPORTING FARMERS

G R AC E M E R E  S A L E YA R D S

The upgrades included in this project will mean:

• Increased turnover for beef producers;
• Better infrastructure for hundreds of local cattle farmers;
• More opportunities for employment;
• Reduced shrinkage of cattle;
• Increase in site reputation;
• Capacity for more uses including equine sales;
• Better risk management for stud sales and rain events;
• Ability to harvest clean, reusable water;
• Ability to install large scale solar for clean energy production;
• Better fatigue and heat management; and
• Improved animal welfare. 

Construction of the roof is 
expected to have a local 
impact of $7.95 million, 
with an ongoing $13.25 
million each year from 
increased sales. 

Construction is expected 
to create 24 jobs locally, 
with an ongoing benefit of 
129 additional jobs locally. 

The value added to the 
national economy through 
this project is modeled to 
be more than $11 million 
each year. 

BENEFITS

E CO N O M I C J O B S N AT I O N A L


