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The council and the Queensland

Department of Transport and Main Roads

agree in principle to raise the Vince Lester

Bridge as a primary evacuation route for

Emerald. 

The Vince Lester Bridge, on the busy

Capricorn Highway, is the most robust link

across the Nogoa River but, at 14.5 metres

high, has been inundated for extended

periods during significant flood events twice

in the last decade: 2008 and 2010-2011. 

A closed bridge severs land transport

between the eastern and western sides of the

town and beyond, closing two major

highways that form a critical Queensland

resupply chain. Locally, it also means the

airport and hospital are cut-off and

emergency services’ vehicle movements are

inhibited. 

Other issues relating to the design of the

bridge are sub-optimal prevention of afflux

and no pedestrian or cycling access, which

has contributed to a fatal pedestrian and car

conflict. 

Total tangible flood damage costs for

Emerald were estimated to be $64.2 million in

2008 and $251.2 million in 2010-11.

A business case assessment completed by

AECOM in 2021 recommended upgrades to a

1.4 km section of the Capricorn Highway

between Codenwarra Road and Opal Street.

This includes the construction of a new 310-

metre bridge across the river at a higher level

and reconfiguration of the approaches.

Updated flood modelling has also shown that

raising the bridges and removing the old

timber structure will significantly reduce the

number of properties affected by flooding.

R A I S I N G  T H E  
V I N C E  L E S T E R  B R I D G E

Improved public safety by providing a

safe evacuation route

Improved flood immunity for transport

links, particularly access to the hospital

and airport

Reduction in residential and

commercial buildings impacted by

over-floor flooding

Making the community more resilient to

flooding improves the availability of

reasonable flood insurance cover for

residents, provides surety for business

investors, and increases the liveability

of the town attracting more people

willing to relocate to the Central

Highlands

Benefits

Outcome sought
$75 million to construct the new
bridge and upgrade the approaches.


