Reef to Red Ridge
Central Queensland
The Economic Intersection

The Central Queensland Regional

Organisation of Councils (CQROC)

represents the local government areas

of Banana, Central Highlands, Gladstone,
Livingstone, and Woorabinda.

Since 2014, its work has centred on

enhancing the economic growth, social

capacity and environmental sustainability of
the Central Queensland region.

CQROC OBJECTIVES
Support and advance the local interest of
its members and their constituencies in a
regional context.
Increase investment by state and federal
governments in infrastructure and services
benefitting member council areas.
Foster cooperation among members on
issues of mutual concern or to further
joint interests.
Act as an advocate to state and federal
governments or public bodies on issues of
concern to members.
Take forward the collective interest of its
member councils and influence senior
decision makers within government
and agencies.
Foster communication, information and
resource sharing among member councils.
Build effective partnerships with state and
federal agencies that make decisions that
affect the region.
Facilitate cooperation with community,
business and academic organisations for the
benefit of the region.
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Introduction
Historically, Queensland’s economic
development focus has been vertical;
from north to south – emanating from the
south-east corner and expanding, with the
population, along the coast to the far north.
Herald the challenge – a horizontal
east-west alliance from the red-ridged
deserts of the outback, navigating
through the rich agricultural and
resource heartland of the state,
culminating at the Southern Great Barrier
Reef – gateway to international markets.
A region where millions of productive
hectares – an area close to half the land
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mass of the state of Victoria – yields
natural resources, food and fibre that are
in high demand by the fastest growing
countries in the world. And, where a
220,000-strong population thrive on
construction, manufacturing, retail trade,
community services and tourism.
This is a region to work, play and prosper.
Work hard in the west, play on the coast,
and invest in the innovation fostered by
generations of ‘can-do’ resilience.
Each of the five local government areas
in this Central Queensland coalition
has an impressive portfolio that
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began with the foundation townships
of Rockhampton and Gladstone in
the 1860s.
And for the next 160 years, each
successive council looked after its
patch, creating communities, building
infrastructure, growing its economy –
independent neighbours.
Fast forward ten years since
amalgamation to where the neighbours’
collective challenges have created an
opportunity for an aggregated solution.
This coalition of councils’ vision is
the harnessing of five productive

Priority
Projects
Unlock freight arteries to
the Port of Gladstone..................................................04
An A-double heavy vehicle freight corridor from central
and western Queensland to the east coast will unblock
the economic development freight arteries to the Port
of Gladstone.

Facilitate a successful
Yamala Enterprise Area..............................................06
Success for the multi-million-dollar Yamala
Enterprise Area in the Central Highlands depends on
a safe, functional network of feeder roads from the
region’s south.

Link the inland rail
to the Port of Gladstone.............................................08
Linking the inland rail to the Port of Gladstone will
unlock long-term regional economic benefits and
improve road safety while reducing land and sea
transport congestion in south-east Queensland.

Seal a vital west-east
agricultural transport link......................................... 10
The Springsure-Tambo Road link connects premium
organic and grass-fed livestock from backgrounding
to feedlot to abattoir. The sub-standard condition of
the road jeopardises marketing opportunities, extends
travel time and animal fatigue, creates dust hazards,
and compromises the condition of this high value
livestock commodity.

Rejuvenate Great Keppel Island..............................12
Deliver backbone infrastructure for common-user
power, water and telecommunications services to
provide a catalyst for tourism and economic growth on
Great Keppel Island.

Secure a Central Queensland
water supply.....................................................................14
economies by an interconnection of
complementary infrastructure and
services to create a sustainable,
accessible, efficient economic
intersection for Queensland and
the nation.
A forward-looking government that has
a genuine desire to ‘advance Australia’
will recognise that it is essential
to demonstrate a commitment to
regional development, an agricultural
and transport sector under duress,
the creation of employment, and
opportunities for young people.

Construction of the Nathan Dam on the Dawson River
will provide a long-term, reliable water supply to
mining, power, urban and agricultural customers in
Central Queensland.

Attract major events to the
Yeppoon foreshore.........................................................16
The Keppel Bay Convention and Sporting Hub project
proposed for Yeppoon is a catalytic tourism and
industry attraction project that will deliver the first one
thousand-plus seat convention centre in the Central
Queensland region.

Restore Financial Assistance Grants......................18
Restore Commonwealth Financial Assistance Grants to
at least 1% of Commonwealth taxation revenue.
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A-double Heavy Vehicle
Transport Corridor.
An A-double heavy vehicle freight
corridor from central and western
Queensland to the east coast will
unblock the economic development
freight arteries to the Port of Gladstone.
Road train de-coupling on the Dawson
and Capricorn Highway network hampers
the productivity and efficiency of transport
supply chains and significantly increases
the costs of transport and supply.
The benefits of this project include:
■ Improved road safety.
■ Freight cost savings for
regional communities.
■ Reduced cost of agricultural
supplies to the farmers, rural citizens
and industry.
■ Reduced transport cost of grain to port.
■ Potential for significant shipping
container freight cost saving,
creating new industry and expanding
existing opportunities.
■ Reducing the number of truck
movements and CO2 emissions per
tonne of cargo on the road network.
The recent Ranbury Study commissioned
by the Gladstone Port Corporation
identified considerable freight savings
using a PBS A-Double vehicle for round
trips to the Port of Gladstone instead
of Brisbane.
Total transport task savings using PBS
A-Double vehicles could yield benefits
and savings of $20M per annum.
Despite the evidence-based manifest
benefit for employment, cost saving,
and business efficiency, this project
requires considerable capital investment
in the vicinity of $454M and long-term
commitment by all levels of government.
The Queensland Government’s
Advancing Freight in Queensland sets
a shared vision for the state’s freight
system of an integrated, resilient and
safe freight system that supports the
economy and community.

Success looks like …
An unfettered road transport corridor
from western and central Queensland
through to the Port of Gladstone.

Support and commitment:
QTRIP 2018-19 – 2021-22 further
planning on the Gladstone Port Access
Road. $2.308M in 2019-20.
Queensland Government - $14M cost
saving on bridge upgrades of the
Dawson Highway.
Australian Government Roads of
Strategic Importance (ROSI) program
- $100M towards the extension of the
Gladstone Port Access Road.

CQ Connection
An efficient heavy vehicle road transport
corridor to the Port of Gladstone is
essential for Central Queensland
industry, particularly primary producers,
given the escalation of freight
costs and the excessive burden of
pavement maintenance on state and
local governments.

Outcome sought
The Gladstone Regional Council
has identified early works projects
to the value of $39M to augment
the corridor.
The Inland Queensland Roads
Network Strategy (IQRNS) identified
the central-west feeder links and
the Dawson Highway section from
Biloela to Gladstone.
Total cost for an interim staged
upgrade to the corridor to increase
heavy vehicle capacity: $72M.
An option could be for staged
funding from $39M-$72M-$454M,
excluding the $100M from Roads
of Strategic Importance for the Port
Access Road Stage 2.

Contact
Garry Scanlan
Economic Development Specialist
Gladstone Regional Council
(07) 4977 7650
garry.scanlan@gladstone.qld.gov.au
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CENTRAL
QUEENSLAND
INLAND PORT
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Yamala Enterprise Area
Feeder Road Network
Success for the multi-million-dollar
Yamala Enterprise Area (YEA) depends
on a safe, functional network of feeder
roads from southern end of the Central
Highlands region.
The Yamala feeder roads network will
significantly facilitate transport logistics
to the YEA, which is 25 kilometres east
of Emerald.
The YEA incorporates the Louis Dreyfus
Cotton Gin; a GrainCorp bulk grain facility,
the CQ Inland Port, and a 56-lot special
industrial park, highway interchange,
and new rail siding. The CQ Inland Port
is a purpose-built and shovel-ready
intermodal facility designed for the
handling and transfer of freight from road
to rail.
This facility represents a premium
opportunity to enable the region’s
resource and agribusiness sectors to
deliver product and freight in a global
market via the northern Australian
supply chain. And, through road-torail intermodal and bulk commodity
facilities connecting to the major ports
of Brisbane, Gladstone, Mackay and
Townsville, it is a prime location for
a diverse range of commercial and
industrial-style businesses.
Twenty-two agricultural producers
representing 160,000 ha strongly
support the YEA as do industry bodies
including Cotton Australia, Pulse
Australia, the Australian Oilseed
Federation, GrainGrowers and the mining
resource sector.

Success looks like …
A fit-for purpose road network to access
the YEA from the south so that heavy
vehicles can avoid the unsuitable,
constrained intersection of the Gregory
and Capricorn Highways in Emerald.

Support and commitment
Northern Australia Agenda –
Australian Government
A stronger northern Australian economy
through a long-term agenda of investment
and support.

Driving Queensland Agriculture and
Rural Jobs Growth –
Queensland Labor Party
‘A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will
focus on continuing to grow agriculture
export capacity and enhance innovation
through the agricultural supply chain.’
(2017 policy document)
A Yamala Feeder Roads Options Study
commissioned by council detailed six
route options. After extensive analysis
and stakeholder consultation, council
endorsed this preferred option:
■ An upgrade of the road, drainage
structures including the Sandhurst
Creek crossing and bitumen seal 15km
of the unsealed Bonnie Doon Road.
■ Widen and overlay 10km of the sealed
Gem Road.
■ Construct 6.5km of new road
connecting Bonnie Doon Road to
Gem Road.
The construction cost is estimated at
$26.12M, which is beyond council’s
capacity to fund.

CQROC Connection
The road to rail intermodal facility
connects Central Queensland to
the Port of Gladstone. It will drive
greater utilisation of the east-west
rail investment.

Outcome sought
$26.12M staged over an
agreed period of time to
complete the project.

Contact
Gerhard Joubert
General Manager
Infrastructure and Utilities
Central Highlands Regional Council
(07) 4980 6350
gjoubert@chrc.qld.gov.au
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EXTEND THE
INLAND RAIL
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Inland rail extension to the
Port of Gladstone
Linking the inland rail to the Port
of Gladstone will unlock long-term
regional economic benefits and improve
road safety while reducing land and
sea transport congestion in southeast Queensland.
Extending the inland rail network from
Toowoomba through regional inland
Queensland to connect to the Port
of Gladstone will contribute to safer
roads by reducing heavy haulage
traffic, and the resulting lower cost of
road maintenance.
A fully integrated, efficient and costeffective east coast supply chain
will improve the regional economies
along the rail network and be a
strategic asset for Queensland and the
national economy.

Success looks like …
An inland rail freight link driving regional
economic and supply chain development
along an inland rail corridor through to
the Port of Gladstone.

Support and commitment
The proposed inland rail extension to the
Port of Gladstone is supported by all the
councils on the corridor and associated
development agencies.
The Australian Government is currently
considering the findings of a prefeasibility study on linking the inland
rail to the Port of Gladstone. The
study, which was undertaken by an
independent advisor, canvasses a range
of issues including the likely demand
for freight services, key alignments that
could service the Port, and the overall
viability of a rail link.
‘The Queensland Government is
committed to working together with
customers, industry and other levels of
government to build a freight system that
is integrated, resilient and safe, now and
into the future.’ (The Hon. Mark Bailey MP,
Minister for Transport and Main Roads)

‘As Queensland’s economy grows, so
does our reliance on the freight system to
transport more goods across the state,
more often. The freight task is expected
to increase more than 20 per cent over
the next decade, and the Queensland
Government must be innovative in
balancing this growing demand within
a constrained funding environment
to create a freight system for the
future.’ Queensland Freight Strategy –
Advancing Freight in Queensland

CQ Connection
The connection of the inland rail to the
Port of Gladstone and the development
of a heavy vehicle corridor from the Red
Ridge to the Reef will provide a fully
integrated, efficient and cost-effective
east coast supply chain that will be the
gateway to the regional prosperity of
Central Queensland.

Outcome sought
The Australian Government (Inland
Rail) to finalise and release the
study into the extension of the
inland rail to the Port of Gladstone.
The Australian Government to
align with the regional councils
and other key stakeholders
with an investment in a future
inland rail extension to the Port
of Gladstone to advance the
case for this important piece of
enabling infrastructure.

Contact
Garry Scanlan
Economic Development Specialist
Gladstone Regional Council
(07) 4977 7650
garry.scanlan@gladstone.qld.gov.au
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UPGRADE A
CRITICAL SUPPLY
CHAIN ROUTE
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Springsure-Tambo Road
The Springsure-Tambo Road is a critical
link of the Dawson Development Road
for the movement of livestock and grain
commodities from Queensland’s west
and central regions to the eastern ports.
The road traverses country between the
Blackall-Tambo and Central Highlands
local government areas and forms
a section of the extensive ‘outback
to ocean’ network originating in the
Diamantina channel country.
Around 225,500 head of cattle to
an estimated value of $150M are
transported on this road by 2800
B-double and road train trucks every
year. This equates to 4% of Queensland’s
gross cattle product.
Despite the road’s clear economic
value, this critical supply chain route
is not realising its full potential due to
substandard infrastructure and major
weather event disruptions. Since 2010,
the road has been closed 21 times for up
to 35 days.
The Springsure-Tambo Road link
connects premium organic and grassfed livestock from backgrounding to
feedlot to abattoir. The poor condition
of the road jeopardises marketing
opportunities, extends travel time and
animal fatigue, creates dust hazards, and
compromises the condition of this high
value livestock commodity.
The importance of this route cannot be
underestimated in times of drought,
when the movements of droughtaffected livestock increase, and the
economic viability of producers is
under pressure.
Sealing the entire Springsure-Tambo
Road eliminates more than $600K of
local government’s annual maintenance
grading cost. More than $10M has been
spent on the road from natural disaster
relief funds in 10 years – eliminated or
significantly reduced if the road is sealed.
The CSIRO TraNSIT tool states that
savings of $1.10 per head of cattle
transported could be obtained if the
Springsure-Tambo Road is sealed.

Success looks like …
A sealed Springsure-Tambo Road in its
entirety connecting western and central
agricultural producers to the east coast

market safely and efficiently, boosting
drive tourism around the Carnarvon
National Park, and giving the local
community a safer, all-weather access to
regional facilities.

Support and commitment
‘Connectivity between regional
communities and secure and reliable
supply chains will be important to
underpin economic growth and
competitiveness.’ (State Infrastructure
Plan Part A: Strategy p.22)
The National Freight and Supply Chain
Strategy and regional road network
safety improvements are identified as
‘high priority’ in the State Infrastructure
Plan Part B: Program - 2019 update.
‘Tourism is vital to Queensland’s economy
– creating jobs, attracting investment and
sustaining communities. The Queensland
Government has a long-term commitment
to grow the state’s tourism industry.’
Queensland Government Advancing
Tourism 2016-20.

CQ Connection
This vital link in the outback to ocean
transport route connects Queensland’s
centre with the opportunities of the Port
of Gladstone; improving people’s lives
along the way.

Outcome sought
$37M is sought to complement
the $40M received by Central
Highlands Regional Council
to complete the paving and
sealing of 148km of the Dawson
Developmental Road between
Springsure and Tambo.

Contact
Gerhard Joubert
General Manager
Infrastructure and Utilities
Central Highlands Regional Council
(07) 4980 6350
gjoubert@chrc.qld.gov.au
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REJUVENATE
GREAT KEPPEL
ISLAND
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Delivering power, water
and telecommunications
Delivering the backbone infrastructure
for common-user power, water and
telecommunications services to provide
a catalyst for tourism and economic
growth on Great Keppel Island (GKI),
which has stalled since the main resort
was closed more than a decade ago.
Great Keppel Island is within the
Livingstone Shire local government
area and is located approximately 15
kilometres from the coast; a quick
30-minute ferry trip.
The former GKI resort was a popular
tourist destination before it closed in
2008. The resort’s closure has had
a significant impact on the region’s
economy. Island tourism was sustained
locally by many small businesses.
Despite approvals for redevelopment in
2013, no development has progressed
to date.
The rejuvenation project will address a
significant barrier to private investment
in island resorts; the cost of power and
water utilities, which can be around 25%
of total operational costs, compared to a
7% industry standard.

Outcome
sought
$25M is sought
from the Australian
Government to
ensure the project
can proceed.
Investment into the
project to the date:
■ $25M Queensland
Government
(election
commitment)
■ 6.6M Livingstone Shire
Council (through
Queensland
Government
programs)

A commitment to provide enabling
backbone infrastructure is critical to
attract investor interest in the former
resort site. Queensland investor, Altum,
has signed a conditional contract to
purchase the GKI Resort development,
subject to passing Queensland
Government due diligence. Altum says
the enabling infrastructure project is a
key consideration of their decision to
invest in GKI.
GKI business will be more resilient to
financial pressures and natural disasters,
living and operating costs on the island
will be reduced, and the increased
economic activity will encourage more
investment in regional tourism assets.

Success looks like …
A redeveloped Great Keppel
Island Resort with power, water
and telecommunications offering
approximately 1400 jobs. A stimulated
local economy supporting an increase in
domestic and international tourism.

Support and commitment
The Queensland Government backs
this project alongside Livingstone Shire
Council. The redevelopment of GKI has
attracted much media attention and
there is evidence to endorse the support
of tourism and economic development
organisations, tourism operators, local
residents, and the business community.
The importance of revitalising GKI
is highlighted in strategic tourism
documents including the Capricorn
Destination Tourism Plan.
The project has the strong support of the
Queensland Government and is identified
in the State Infrastructure Plan.
The project aligns with key strategic local
government frameworks including the
Invest Capricorn Coast Region Economic
Development Plan and the Capricorn
Coast Smart Region Strategy.
Reinvestment in GKI and the Central
Queensland tourism industry from the
supply of critical utility infrastructure
has stalled because the project is not
fully funded. The preliminary design
phase is complete and will progress to
an expression of interest phase once
funding is confirmed.

CQ Connection
The Capricorn Coast is the ‘playground’
of Central Queensland offering a
‘downtime’ destination for the thousands
of resource and agricultural workforce
the length and breadth of the region.
Tourism and leisure options are vital
to attract and retain a sustainable
workforce in the region.

Contact
Bill Ludwig
Mayor Livingstone Shire Council
0428 791 792
Bill.Ludwig@livingstone.qld.gov.au
Jeff McAlister
Deputy Director-General
Tourism and Major Events
(07) 3333 5261
Jeffrey.McAlister@ditid.qld.gov.au
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SECURE A CENTRAL
QUEENSLAND
WATER SUPPLY
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Nathan Dam
Construction of the Nathan Dam on the
Dawson River will provide a long-term,
reliable water supply to mining, power,
urban and agricultural customers in
Central Queensland.
The dam site is within the Banana Shire
and Western Downs Regional local
government areas. The water storage
area and dam wall are within Banana
Shire and the 220-kilometre pipeline
traverses both local government areas.
The potential capacity of the dam is
888,312ML at full supply.
To maintain existing water supply
arrangements and support new
customers, water would be released
from the dam downstream to towns and
irrigation users along the Dawson River.
Key project benefits include:
■ $1.2B investment in regional
Queensland (based on 2012 values).
■ Improved infrastructure including
upgrades to roads and two
community recreation areas.
■ 525 construction jobs (at peak) and up
to five operational jobs.

The Minister for the Environment and
Energy approved the project on 13
July 2017, with conditions including a
restriction on new water for agriculture.
The project is dependent of demand
expectations from key customers in
the mining sector and the completion
of a detailed business case by Building
Queensland. Market research indicates
there is not sufficient demand to support
further development or construction at
this time.
Sunwater is liaising with potential project
customers to ensure demands are
identified and is positioned to progress
should demand for commercially viable
water increase.

CQ Connection
Once the Nathan Dam is constructed it
will provide a long-term secure water
supply for industry and agricultural
development. It will not only generate
jobs during construction, but boost
employment as a result of the spin
industries that come online as a result of
the secure water allocation.

■ Flow-on opportunities for local
business and service providers.
■ The dam may also address critical
water supply needs in the lower
Fitzroy and other parts of Queensland.

Success looks like:
The Nathan Dam means regional water
security, better infrastructure, and jobs.
With regional confidence restored, other
key projects, such as the Wandoan Coal
Project in the Taroom district would be
positioned to open.

Support and commitment:
The Nathan Dam project has been on
the table since the 1920s and has the full
support of Banana Shire Council.
On 31 May 2017, the Queensland
Coordinator-General released the
environmental impact study evaluation
report to the Australian Government
under the bilateral agreement
recommending the project proceed
subject to recommendations.

Outcome sought
Banana Shire Council would like a
commitment from the government
that it will proceed with the
construction of Nathan Dam and
that a portion of the water stored
in the facility will be allocated
for industry and agriculture
development downstream of the
dam wall into the Dawson Valley.

Contact
Mayor Nev Ferrier
Banana Shire Council
0448 011 814
mayor@banana.qld.gov.au
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EVENTS ON THE
FORESHORE
Keppel Bay Convention and Sporting Hub
The Keppel Bay Convention and
Sporting Hub project proposed for
the coastal community of Yeppoon
is a catalytic tourism and industry
attraction project that will deliver
the first one thousand-plus seat
convention centre in the Central
Queensland region.
Despite growing demand for major
convention venues, the Capricorn
Coast region has no facilities to hold
large conventions, events and trade
shows. The Keppel Bay Convention
and Sporting Hub project includes the
redevelopment of the existing foreshore
sites of the Keppel Bay Sailing Club,
including the Spinnaker restaurant and
the Clubhouse.
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The redevelopment includes:
■ 1000+ person conference and
function centre that includes a
beachfront viewing deck extension,
rooftop bar and pool

unique coastal village lifestyle within
the stunning natural environment of the
Southern Great Barrier Reef.

■ redeveloped sailing club.

This project aligns with the Tourism
and Events Queensland Strategic Plan
2019-2023, the Capricorn Destination
Tourism Plan 2020, Livingstone Shire
Council’s Invest Capricorn Coast
Region Economic Development Plan,
and the recently completed
Capricorn Coast Region Events
Strategy 2025.

This project will diversify the region’s
tourism offer and re-position the
Capricorn Coast amongst regional
Queensland’s leading destinations for
iconic event experiences that reflect the

This project is fully supported by the
Federal Member for Capricornia Michelle
Landry and, in her words: “A project like
this promises to help cement the region as
a top-notch tourism hotspot.”

■ aquatic sports centre including master
sailing hub
■ 128 room hotel
■ multi-level car parking deck
■ club facilities and retail spaces

Reef to Red Ridge, Central Queensland – the economic intersection

Success looks like …
The creation of more than 272 jobs in the
community. Enabling the region to attract
major aquatic sporting events including
state, national and world sailing titles.
Training and workforce development
for local workers with a focus on youth
engagement and development. Increased
business confidence through a $69M
investment in infrastructure in Yeppoon.

Support and commitment
The Keppel Bay Sailing Club will invest
$15M in the project.
In the last three years, the local, state
and federal governments have invested
$53M in Yeppoon’s town centre and
foreshore development. The Keppel

Bay Convention and Sporting Hub will
leverage that investment to create a
convention, events and sports centre
to attract regional, state, national and
international events.
The Australian Government made
a $20M election commitment
that is currently being formalised
by the Community Development

Grants Programme (Department
of Infrastructure and Regional
Development).

CQ Connection
Hosting major events and conferences in
Yeppoon will ensure flow-on economic
benefits when visitors stay on to explore
the plethora of unique experiences the
Central Queensland region has to offer.

Outcome sought

Contact

$20M funding from the Australian
Government to ensure the project
will proceed.

Julie Strudwick
Chief Executive Officer
Keppel Bay Sailing Club
0411 691 197
manager@kbsc.com.au
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FRONT
AND
CENTRE
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Restore Financial
Assistance Grants

Contact

Queensland local councils have played
a pivotal role in the state’s development
since 1859.
The local government sector’s diversity
and breadth is a fundamental contributor
to Queensland’s political, social and
economic history.
The work of councils in serving their local
communities, driving regional economies
and helping to implement the state
and federal governments’ public policy
direction ensure Queensland’s continued
well-being and prosperity.
Queensland’s 77 local councils employ
nearly 40,000 people and manage
public assets worth a combined $155B –
but raise only 3% of all government taxes.
Queenslanders rely on their local
council for a vast range of services, from
rubbish collection to pet registration.
Councils build the roads and bridges
that keep the state’s economy moving,
maintain the libraries that help boost
children’s literacy, and help eradicate the
pests and weeds that pose a threat to
Queensland’s agricultural industry.
They also stand tall in times of natural
disaster and hold communities together
during times of growth and decline.
To reiterate, councils raise just 3% of
the nation’s taxes but are responsible
for 33% of public infrastructure. They
have little choice but to be vigilant in
their long-term financial management.
Councils are the providers of last resort
and communities rely on their support
for essential public infrastructure and
services when no other is available.
This is why councils will protect their
autonomy to set rates and charges and
seek a fair share of state and federal
taxes for their communities.

Banana Shire Council
62 Valentine Plains Road
Biloela Q 4715
(07) 4992 9500
www.banana.qld.gov.au

Central Highlands
Regional Council
65 Egerton Street
Emerald Q 4720
1300 242 686
www.centralhighlands.qld.gov.au

Gladstone Regional Council
101 Goondoon Street
Gladstone Q 4680
(07) 4970 0700
www.gladstone.qld.gov.au

Livingstone Shire Council
25 Normanby Street
Yeppoon Q 4703
1300 790 919
www.livingstone.qld.gov.au

Outcome sought
Federal Government to restore
Commonwealth Financial
Assistance Grants to at least 1% of
Commonwealth taxation revenue.

Woorabinda Aboriginal
Shire Council
112 Munns Drive
Woorabinda Q 4713
(07) 4925 9800
www.woorabinda.qld.gov.au
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Priority
Projects | KEY
1

Unlock freight arteries to
the Port of Gladstone
An A-double heavy vehicle freight corridor from central and
western Queensland to the east coast will unblock the economic
development freight arteries to the Port of Gladstone.

2

Facilitate a successful
Yamala Enterprise Area
Success for the multi-million-dollar Yamala Enterprise Area in
the Central Highlands depends on a safe, functional network of
feeder roads from the region’s south.

3

Link the inland rail
to the Port of Gladstone
Linking the inland rail to the Port of Gladstone will unlock
long-term regional economic beneﬁts and improve road safety
while reducing land and sea transport congestion in south-east
Queensland.

4

Seal a vital west-east
agricultural transport link
The Springsure-Tambo Road link connects premium organic and
grass-fed livestock from backgrounding to feedlot to abattoir.
The sub-standard condition of the road jeopardises marketing
opportunities, extends travel time and animal fatigue, creates
dust hazards, and compromises the condition of this high value
livestock commodity.

5

Rejuvenate Great Keppel Island

6

Secure a Central Queensland
water supply

Deliver backbone infrastructure for common-user power, water
and telecommunications services to provide a catalyst for tourism
and economic growth on Great Keppel Island.

Construction of the Nathan Dam on the Dawson River will provide
a long-term, reliable water supply to mining, power, urban and
agricultural customers in Central Queensland.

7

Attract major events to the
Yeppoon foreshore
The Keppel Bay Convention and Sporting Hub project proposed
for Yeppoon is a catalytic tourism and industry attraction project
that will deliver the ﬁrst one thousand-plus seat convention
centre in the Central Queensland region.

8

Restore Financial Assistance Grants
Restore Commonwealth Financial Assistance Grants to at least 1%
of Commonwealth taxation revenue.

Work

Total Output

Aboriginal clans are
represented at Woorabinda.

Townships in the region

220,914

(excluding Rockhampton
Regional Council area)

Population

4%

Capella

Sapphire
Gemﬁelds
Boguntungan

Tieri

Rockhampton

Emerald

2

5

Yeppoon

Bluﬀ

Gracemere

Blackwater

Comet

Dingo
Duaringa

Springsure

Woorabinda

4

Biloela

36 years

Visitors to Capricorn (including
Central Highlands), Gladstone and
Banana tourist regions (2018)

Product moved from the
Port of Gladstone

Rolleston

Carnarvon
Gorge

Bauhinia
Arcadia
Valley

Banana
Moura
Theodore
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3

1 308 hectares
27 kilometres of beaches

Tannum
Sands
Miriam Vale

21Mt

124Mt

	Great Keppel
Island (Woppaburra)

1

Total revenue
Gladstone Ports Corporation

2.45M

Camp
Island

Baralaba

$151M

$476M

Unemployment rate

Median age

Gladstone

Play

Central Queensland export value

Visitor expenditure in
Livingstone Shire (2017)

6.5% (Qld 6.2%)
7

$813M

Liquified natural gas exported
making Port of Gladstone one of
the largest global LNG export ports

Employment Growth

Marlborough

Construction (9,063)

$42.3B (6.13% of state)

52

8.9%

$19.6B
Education &
Training (9,306)

Gross regional product

Retail Trade (9,987)

$21B (6% of state)

Woorabinda meaning
kangaroo sit-down

9.1%

Mining is the higher contributor to
local expenditure

Health Care & Social
Assistance (10,953)

Land Area

9.5%

WHERE PEOPLE WORK

9.8%

11.8M Hectares

42

$ Prosper

10.8%

Mining (9,628)

Introducing Central Queensland

Seventeen
Seventy

Thangool
Boyne Valley

31,657

11.8%
Increase in Southern Great Barrier
Reef region tourism (2018-19)

18M
Queenslanders visited the
Southern Great Barrier Reef region

900km

2

Head of cattle exported through
Port Alma at Rockhampton since
December 2018

928
People live in the Woorabinda
Aboriginal Shire Council area

90%
Queensland’s mandarin exports
from the Central Highlands

1.37M
Head of cattle graze the
Central Highlands region

4
Power stations in Central
Queensland equalling maximum
capacity of 4635MW

Largest sapphire gemfields in the
Southern Hemisphere

854,000

4

Passengers for the Rockhampton
Regional Airport and the
Emerald Airport

$869M

1.3M

$810M

National parks in the Banana Shire

Gross regional product from coal
mines in the Banana Shire

Cracow

Taroom

20

Reef to Red Ridge, Central Queensland – the economic intersection

173
Species of birds in the
Carnarvon National Park

Megalitres Fairbairn Dam, second
largest storage in Queensland

Local spend in the Central
Highlands by mining sector

