
The next chapter in our story.

For more than 40 years, audiences have sat in the red 
rows of the Pilbeam Theatre and held their breath as the 
curtains opened. They have watched Peter Allen dance on 
the theatre’s Steinway Grand Piano, attended the Rocky 
Horror Picture Show in record breaking numbers, and 
been witness to history when Baz Luhrmann directed a 
community musical at the age of 23. It’s where kids find 
their voice for school eisteddfod and where residents 
rediscover old passions. 

The Pilbeam Theatre is important to our community. It’s 
the place we go to hear music and tell stories - stories 
about the world and stories about ourselves. But, it’s 
beginning to show its age.

Our vision for the Pilbeam Theatre redevelopment is to 
provide a modern, accessible performing arts centre 
for Central Queensland. It will offer exposure to new, 
challenging and thought provoking experiences as well as 
celebrate and acknowledge the enduring cultural history 
of performing arts in Central Queensland.

The redeveloped Performing Arts and Convention Centre 
will provide a state of the art facility with a series of 
indoor and outdoor spaces that will accommodate 
everything from touring shows and conventions to 
informal meetings, as well as a rehearsal space and a 
1050 seat theatre. 

 

PERFORMING ARTS & 
CONVENTION CENTRE

ELECTION COMMITMENT

Access to the arts
The redeveloped theatre would 
be able to host 50% more events 
each year, with a 200% increase 
in annual attendance. It would 
provide an accessible space for all 
of Central Queensland. 

Arts legacy
More than 2 million people have 
seen a show at the Pilbeam 
Theatre since it opened in 1979.

Improved facilities
Many components of the current 
theatre are nearing end of life. 
This redevelopment will provide 
an accessible facility that will 
keep pace with growth across the 
region. 

$3.5 million
To develop a detailed design 
and business case.
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STAGE 1

BENEFITS

PERFORMING ARTS & CONVENTION CENTRE

REHEARSAL SPACE
8m clear height
188m2 area
Private ground entry

THEATRE
1050 seats/ 3 tiers
440m2 stage area
8m proscenium  
Retractable orchestra pit

BARS
Public bar ground foyer
Patron bar level one

$24.2 million economic 
contribution annually

120 direct construction 
jobs and 250 indirect

Greater regional access 
to the arts. 
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