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The Fairbairn Dam (Lake Maraboon), located

19 kilometres south of Emerald, has been a

recreation staple of the Central Highlands

region for the 47 years since the dam was

completed.

It is a popular spot for boating, fishing,

swimming, water sports and camping, and is

one of the region's most important tourism

drivers.

However, the substandard public facilities have

greatly deteriorated over the past five decades,

and visitors are now favouring other nearby

waterways, such as Bedford Weir and Theresa

Creek Dam.

Since 2016, council and SunWater have

discussed council’s intention to acquire some

freehold land on the Lake Maraboon foreshore

to rebuild and revitalise the premier recreation

and fishing destination.

Clean modern amenities and improved boating

and water-sport facilities would attract and

keep people in the region and increase tourism

revenue, which contributes $235 million to the

Central Highlands economy annually.

The transfer area, which also includes the LN1

drain, has recently been finalised and council is

expecting a contract from SunWater by the end

of March 2022.

Flood events in 2008 and 2011 demonstrated

that the LN1 drainage structure was not

functioning to capacity and that the capacity

was now inadequate to cater for increased

flows. due to Emerald's development. Under

council's ownership, the improvement in

capacity, coupled with the installation of larger

culverts under the Gregory Highway in Emerald,

would reduce the incidence of over-floor

flooding to residences, and to buildings in the

industrial and commercial areas.
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Outcome sought

$2.5 million to renew and upgrade the

amenities and facilities of the Fairbairn Dam

recreational area 

Reestablishment of the Fairbairn Dam as

a premier fishing, boating and

recreational destination

Improved safety of modern amenities

and boat ramp

Increased visitor numbers and tourism

revenue

Improved capacity of water treatment

and sewerage treatment plants, which

service surrounding residences, caravan

park, Camp Fairbairn facility and public

amenities

Creation of 41 jobs during construction

phase (based on Queensland Treasury

model)

Increase drain capacity and improved

flood mitigation across Nogoa River

floodplain

Benefits
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The project would include upgrades to the

water treatment and sewerage treatment

plants, the LN1 drain, picnic shelters, toilet

amenities, boat ramps, shade shelters and

vehicle parking.


